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I confess to reading a lot of novels over the past few months. I realise it is just escapism
really and helps to cope with the ongoing irritation and when I feel that God must think,’
Oh no not her again!’ As I pray for everything and everyone under the sun.
Looking back, as we have done over the past year, it seems fraught with danger and
ongoing arguments and strife. It feels to me as if the whole world is up in arms about
something and people have lost their ability to rationalise and to be calm rather than
angry all the time.
My therapy training taught me a lot. One thing I did learn was that being depressed or
in grief was often expressed outwardly and recognised in angry behaviour. I wonder if
our whole country is suffering under loss from COVID. The loss of the people we love
and our sense of going forward once more. Dare I also mention BREXIT, the stressed-out
politicians, and the state of our country as described by our media?
I feel there is no way to start 2024 with a clean sheet and it left me wondering ‘What
would Jesus do and say about this?’ He was not one to shirk the responsibility and he
did remind us that this turmoil was all a part of our lives and we need, as Christians, to
take a stance to support everyone prayerfully and kindly. You may think I am not being
realistic in this, but I can confirm that it is recognised that prayer is a powerful thing when
we do it. I firmly believe I have been lifted and supported by the many prayers said for
my continued health improvement.
Jesus teaches us to love one another as he loved us and his Father loved him. The
parables and stories in the bible highlight this all the time. We are asked to love our
neighbour as ourselves and to love one another is an imperative. It is this love that sets
us apart from others in a world that is lost in its own strife. Strife which leads to bitterness
and violence. Jesus instructed His disciples to love each other as He has loved them
so that the world will know that they belong to Him (John 13:35). The purpose of our
harmony and love for each other is so that the lost world sees the difference Christ
makes.
When we display our insignificant strivings before the world, we look hypocritical, and
we risk others laughing at us thinking that we are wet and weak.
So, this New Year, may we have the courage to go forward into our world with love,
kindness, generosity of spirit and the power of prayer to encourage others to do the
same, with the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ beside us.
Every blessing and love for 2024

Revd Cilla.

Priestly ponderings ...
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Deadline for next Newsletter  - All articles and adverts for inclusion in the March to
April 2024 edition to be with Sue, on 07826 772452 or email: moomoski@btinternet.com
by 15th February at the latest.  Please let me have your items written out, or, preferably emailed,
as you would like them to appear, and as early as possible, please don’t wait until the deadline.
To place an advert please contact Sue on the above number.  All items on behalf of the
church have no charge.  Any other events or adverts will have a minimal charge.  This helps to
maintain and develop your newsletter. Contact Sue by email here at moomoski@btinternet.com

Stamps, foreign coins and banknotes, and postcards, used or new, are still being collected
by Sue.  All these items can be placed in the ‘stamp collection boxes’ in most of the churches
or directly to me at Bramley House, Benniworth. 07826 772452. Used printer cartridges can
be left in the Benniworth Bus Shelter.

Parish Registers

Funerals:

17 November 2023  - David Lowe at St Andrew’s Church, Donington-on-Bain

14 December 2023 -  Elizabeth Pewton at St Andrew’s Church, Donington-on-Bain

Asterby Group Thanks.

Many of you will know and remember the work of one of our Authorised Lay
Ministers, Sarah Hamp.   Sarah has left the area and is settled in her new home.
We want to thank her for all the support and kindness she showed to the people
who crossed her path in the Asterby Group and beyond. Sarah brought to her
ministry many gifts and she shared them generously over the years.  The
members of the PCC and her many friends wish her well in her retirement.

Benniworth Group Thanks.

If you visit St Julian’s Church Benniworth, one of the things you will notice is the
beauty of the churchyard that surrounds it. Many of our dog walkers will see this
very regularly. This does not happen by accident but by the generous time given
by our volunteers. Chris and Charlie Raynor have let us know that they are
stepping back after many years because of personal reasons. We thank them
so much for the way they have up kept the churchyard with the support from
Jonnie Moon who will be left to do this on his own in the coming year.  If you
feel you could help cut the grass in the churchyard please contact Chris and
Charlie so they can give you heads up about what that entails.
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Chinese New Year
10th February 2024
Chinese New Year, also known as Lunar New Year or Spring Festival, is China’s
most important festival. It is also the most important celebration for families
and includes a week of official public holiday.

The history of the Chinese New Year festival can be traced back to about 3,500
years ago

There are 12 animals in the
Chinese calendar including,
ox, rabbit, dog, snake, horse,
goat, monkey, rat , pig, tiger
and rooster.

These animals are also
associated with an element;
earth, air, water, fire or wood.

2024 is the year of the
wooden dragon or, as wood is described as green (trees), then also known as
the year of the green dragon. The last wood dragon was in 1964

Red decorations are a common sight during Chinese new year. It is a lucky colour
in China and billions of red envelopes are sent to family and friends each year
to mark the occasion.

There are dragon dances, performances, and festival parades with music and
acrobatics. The festivities continue for two weeks, finishing with a special lantern
festival, which signals the end of the New Year celebration period.

People clean their homes and open their doors to let good luck enter. According
to tradition, no one should pick up a broom in case you sweep the good luck for
the New Year out of the door!
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Benniworth Parish Council
https://benniworth.parish.lincolnshire.gov.uk

Benniworth Parish Council News

The Council met on 22nd November and welcomed Ann South as a
co-opted member of Benniworth Parish Council.

An email has been received informing that the work to bury electricity cables
had been temporarily stopped due to siting of the sub-station. Work will
resume early in 2024.

ELDC have replaced the dog bin opposite the bus shelter with a litter bin.

A request has been sent for all salt bins to be checked and re-filled.

It was noted that the bus shelter roof is needing repair.

The Council was informed that both Charlie Raynor and Jonny Moon were
unable to continue cutting the grass in the churchyard. Their contribution
over the past years has made a huge difference and both were gratefully
thanked for their efforts.

Benniworth Parish Council are presently searching for secretarial support.
The role to include attending Council meetings, minute taking and typing
correspondence together with maintaining paper and digital filing systems.
Remuneration by arrangement.

Anyone interested in tendering for grass cutting or providing secretarial
support contact Councillor Gill Stewart on 07778 149185.

Full details of the Minutes can be found on the Notice Boards and website.

Rosie Chetwynd-Talbot : 07813 439123

Phil Dyas : phildyas93@gmail.com

Susan McAllister : mcallister076@gmail.com

Sue Olivant : sueolivant@outlook.com

Christine Raynor : christineraynor1@gmail.com

Gill Stewart : 01507 313732
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For Sale / Wanted

To advertise FOR SALE items please submit details to Sue
Tel 07826 772452 or email moomoski@btinternet.com    £2 per item listed to advertise

Exercise Bike Used to rehabilitate following
knee replacement.

£50 ono   -  Call Gill on 07778 149185

Stihl 55 Multisystem Lawn Raker

Petrol with 2 attachments. Dethatcher to remove moss & thatch from lawn (STIHL
MF-MM).  Aerator set, 4 discs with tines to perforate/aerate lawn (STIHL RL-MM).
Complete with guard extension & apron & Instruction manual - Good working

order, little used.  £275.00 (rrp £500+) Tel 07799 624117 - Benniworth

Benniworth Church Lottery - October to January '24

1st - £20 2nd - £15 3rd - £5

October 46  William Benny 18  Beverley Glebe Farm 65  Gill Hancock

November 22   Kim D’ Large 39  Gladwins 77  Felicity Vero

December 76  Steve Tyreman 100  Michaela Burford-
Bradshaw 40  Bella Campbell

January 47   Sue Cox 72   Fran & Tracy Emery 73  Henry Denchfield

Mini portable exercise pedals.

Can be used for leg exercise in bed or sitting in a chair

Can also be used for arm exercises on a table

£10 - Tel : 07826 772452 - Benniworth.
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Donington-on-Bain Parish Council
https://donington-bain.parish.lincolnshire.gov.uk

doningtononbainpc@gmail.com

Flooding

The Parish Council is taking steps to address the issue.  During the recent floods
we are aware that the Dyke was flowing freely and the blockage which caused the
flooding was further along.   The Parish Council is due to meet with a
representative from East Lindsey District Council to investigate the cause of the
blockage.

Christmas Tree in the Churchyard

The Parish Council would like to thank Ward and Taylor families for donating the
tree lights and looking after the tree lights for the last 20 years.  The Parish Council
would also like to thank the Parker family who have donated a set of lights for the
tree this year.

MUGA/PLAYGROUND

FANTASTIC NEWS!!!!   The Parish Council have been applying for grant funding
from various grant funding sources for a number of years and have finally been
successful in their efforts.  The Parish council is delighted to announce that a grant
of  £9,999 has been awarded from the National lottery for the MUGA refurbishment.
A SECOND grant towards the remainder of the refurbishment costs has been
awarded from UK Grass Routes funding.    In total a grant of  £17084 has been
awarded from UK Grass Routes funding via East Lindsey District Council to cover
50% of the costs of two projects namely the refurbishment of the MUGA and
resurfacing of the playground.    The remainder of the costs for the resurfacing of
the playground will be met from parish council reserves or any remainder from
the MUGA project.   As previously advised, these projects will not affect the
precept. The projects will commence in the Spring. The MUGA and Playground
are much appreciated village assets and we look forward to seeing these important
village assets refurbished.

Newsletter - December 2023

cont/
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For many years now the ministry and concerns of our Parish have been supported, anonymously,
in prayer by a small group of people making up the Parish Prayer Circle. As the needs, both of the
Church and World increase, the value and importance of this Ministry of Prayer also increases and
we are looking for others to join us in prayer during these troubled and worrying times. If you
think you would like to be part of our Prayer Circle and would like to find out more, please give
me a ring and I’ll put you in the picture.  In the meantime, if you would like a friend, or a particular
situation, to be remembered by our Prayer Circle, do please contact Ann on 01507 313792

SPEEDING

Speeding is an issue that the Parish Council takes very seriously.

At the meeting on 7 November the Parish council agreed to the purchase of the
speed gun.   At the meeting on 5 December an invoice was paid for the signage
and we expect the speed gun programme to commence in the near future.
FURTHER VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED.  If you are willing to join the speed gun team
please contact Dave Bellamy (01507 343862).   Further 40 mph repeater speed
signs have been erected in the village.

DATES OF UPCOMING PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS

Tuesday 9 January at 7.30 pm,  Tuesday 6 February at 7.30 pm,  Tuesday 5 March
at 7.30 pm

Donington-on-Bain Parish Council
https://donington-bain.parish.lincolnshire.gov.uk

doningtononbainpc@gmail.com
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Goulceby residents have collectively raised £581.00 for Aspire Channel
Challenge  > https://www.aspirechannelswim.co.uk/

Maggie Lindley completed this last week and says thank you to everyone
who supported her.  Well done Maggie!!

Aspire Channel Challenge

Calling all Goulceby Gardeners
The Friends of Goulceby Church are hoping to run an Open
Gardens event in June, in aid of the Restoration Fund. If you’re
interested in opening your garden for this good cause, I’d be
delighted to hear from you. For further details or information

email

or call

An extremely successful Auction was held at The Three Horseshoes on 27th
October, with thanks to Ian and Denise for hosting the event.

The auctioneer did a wonderful job at increasing bids for each of the very
generous and varied lots. A very enjoyable evening was had by all; a fantastic
£3600 was raised for the Goulceby Church Restoration Fund.

Our thanks to all who attended, put in a bid and bought lots, with a
 for organising the event.

Goulceby Auction of Promises

Goulceby News Roundup
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Box Office Tel 01507 600350

Tickets are available online 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Tickets can also be purchased by calling the Box Office
Open Monday to Saturday 10am -1pm or visiting www.louthriverheadtheatre.com
Online booking for any performance closes one hour before curtain up.
On performance days the Box Office is open for 45 minutes prior to curtain up.



South Willingham Parish and Village Hall Activites
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Asterby Parish Services and Events
Date Location Service Time

4th January 2024
Village Hall,

Donington On Bain Coffee, Cake and Chat  10.30am

7th January
St. Julian's Church,

Benniworth Rogation Sunday, Morning Praise  10am

9th January
St. Andrew’s Church,
Donington on Bain Celtic Morning Prayer  9.30am

14th January
St. Helen's Church

Burgh on Bain Morning Praise  10am

21st January
St. Andrew’s Church,
Donington on Bain Communion  10am

28th January
St. Martin's Chursch,

Scamblesby Morning Praise 10.30am

1st February
Village Hall,

Donington On Bain Coffee, Cake and Chat 10.30am

4th February
St. Julian's Church,

Benniworth Morning Praise 10am

6th February
St. Andrew’s Church,
Donington on Bain Celtic Morning Praise 9.30am

11th February
St. Helen's Church

Burgh on Bain Morning Praise 10am

14th February
St. Mary's Church

Horncastle Ash Wednesday Group Service 7pm

18th February
St. Andrew’s Church,
Donington on Bain Communion 10am

25th February
St. Martin's Chursch,

Scamblesby Morning Praise 10am

3rd March
St. Julian's Church,

Benniworth Communion 10am

* Please note venues may change during the cold weather months *
Please look at the facebook page 'Asterby Group' for updates.
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Priest in charge  Revd. Cilla Smith   07798 695950

Lay Minister
Ann South 01507 313792

Partnership Office
Debbie Knight South Wolds Group Administrator 01507 525600
Judy Wright Safeguarding coordinator 07736 973955

Group Parish PCC
Rev'd Cilla Smith - Chair
Judy Wright Secretary 07736 973955.
Sally Cosgrove Treasurer  01507 343788

VCC Church Wardens, Treasurers and Secretaries

Asterby Sally Cosgrove (T)  01507 343788

Benniworth TBA

Biscathorpe (closed)  Church DAC at the Diocese of Lincoln

Burgh-on-Bain Judith Varley 01507 313342   Beverlee Bird (T) 01507 313667
George Ward 01507 313419

Donington-on-Bain Graham & Lynne Parkinson  01507 343500
Rosemary Parkinson (T)  01507 343242

Gayton John Needham  01507 313265  Ann Needham (T)  01507 313628

Goulceby Caroline Taylor 01507 343352  Sylvia Taylor-Reed (T) 01507 343342

Ranby Keith Eddington (acting) 01507 343336
Russ Hibbins (acting) 01507 343581 - Di Eddington (T) 01507 343336

Scamblesby Derek Elmhirst  01507 343631  Peter Myers  01507 343680
Derek Elmhirst (T)  01507 343631

Stenigot David Dennis 01507 343224   Linda Gravells (T)  01507 343225
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Asterby and Goulceby Parish Council
http://asterby-goulceby.parish.lincolnshire.gov.uk

The latest Parish Council meeting was held on Monday 11 th December at All Saints
Church, Goulceby. The meeting welcomed the District Councillor and two residents.
The minutes of the meeting will be posted on the Parish Council’s website and
village notice boards in due course.

It was noted that the Horncastle Road is now open with the repair works being
concluded in November.

The Goulceby village defibrillator pads have been replaced and a defib’ location
sign has been purchased which will be placed in the community bus shelter in
Goulceby.

The Quickline fast fibre broadband is now fully operational in Goulceby and a
number of residents are now benefiting from the increased speeds that fibre brings.

The Parish Council successfully applied for a 100% Community Grant to replace the
existing aged wooden noticeboard adjacent to the bus shelter in Goulceby. The new
larger noticeboard will be sited within the community bus shelter. Thanks were
conveyed to Cllr Daniel Simpson who helped secure this grant.

 The risk of flooding in Lincolnshire is currently increased due to groundwater
levels, with boreholes and aquifers being exceptionally high. Such heights are
normal in January but very unusual in November/December. The Council has been
advised that the flood alleviation scheme in Horncastle does not cover the beck
that runs through Goulceby. A discussion took place around the recent flooding in
Goulceby and what actions the Parish Council might take. Contact will be made
with the relevant agencies to find out what future support and advice might be given
to the village.

The Parish Council levies an annual precept on 124 properties
in order to raise revenue to fund its administration and other costs. The current
precept raises a total of £1,980 per annum at a charge of £15.97 per household. At
this level, the precept is 11 th lowest out of 100 Parish Councils in East Lindsey. The
average precept in East Lindsey is £46.18 per household with the highest being a
charge of £174.56 per household which is for a village with 1,088 households, raising
a total of £190,000 for that Parish.  The Parish Council operates on minimal costs,
the most significant one being the employment of a Clerk/Responsible Finance
Officer which is a statutory requirement which helps the Council to undertake its

cont / >14



statutory responsibilities and duties. Whilst the Parish Council does not have any
actual facilities to manage, it does have to comply with all relevant Local Government
legislation and this requires a certain level of administrative hours.

 Following the recruitment of a new Clerk earlier this year, and with new Councillors
coming on board, the Council reviewed the workload of the Clerk and found that the
number of hours which were being paid represented about 65% of the actual hours
required to undertake the minimum administrative work that is required by statute.
As a result, the Council has had to increase the number of hours paid to the Clerk
in order to make sure that it complies with National Minimum Wage legislation.
Additionally, the Council is obliged to use pay rates set by the National Joint Council
agreed for Local Government. Due to the recent high rates of inflation the new rates
from April 2023 were increased to reflect this. There will also be a further increase
from April 2024. The Council has no choice but to apply the national rates which
increase the administration costs of the Council. The pay award plus the increase in
paid hours to comply with statutory pay levels means that the precept has had to be
increased simply to cover basic running costs.  Additionally, the high inflation rates
have affected other cost areas, for example insurance. A further cost that the Council
now has to pay is the annual Audit fee at around £100. This Audit work was previously
provided free of charge by an acquaintance of the previous Clerk.  The Council does
not have significant levels of reserves or other revenue streams and is unable to
meet cost increases without raising the level of precept. At the meeting, the Council
examined all budget lines in detail and agreed to increase the precept level for
2024/25 to £3,384. This is an increase of £0.94 per month per household.

Of the total precept, 76% funds the Clerk’s salary and insurance premiums. The
balance goes on Council subscriptions, newsletter, office costs, village plants,
maintenance, provision for room hire and miscellaneous items.

The parish plan is due for renewal for 2024/25. Anyone with suggestions for items
to be included on the plan should contact the Parish Clerk at
agparishcouncil@gmail.com

 Lincolnshire County
Council, North Lincolnshire Council and North East Lincolnshire Council have worked
with Government officials to produce a devolution proposal. This means existing
money and power can move from central government to decision-makers in Greater
Lincolnshire. A survey has been produced in order to seek views from all
stakeholders and this is available to complete on-line at:
https://www.letstalk.lincolnshire.gov.uk/devolution  -  There are also a number of
public drop in sessions being held across Lincolnshire. These can also be found by
visiting the above link.

Asterby and Goulceby Parish Council

cont / >
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 An extremely successful Auction was held at The Three Horseshoes on 27 th October,
with thanks to Ian and Denise for hosting the event. The auctioneer did a wonderful
job at increasing bids for each of the very generous and varied lots. A very enjoyable
evening was had by all; a fantastic £3,600 was raised for the Goulceby Church
Restoration Fund. Our thanks to all who attended, put in a bid and bought lots, with a
very special thank you to Margot and Blue for organising the event. The Friends of
Goulceby Church are looking forward to running further events in 2024, with the aim
of making our church a welcoming and comfortable centre for a variety of community
activities.

: The next scheduled Parish Council meeting is Monday 11 th
March 2024 at 7:00pm and will be held at the Three Horseshoes.  Residents are
welcome to attend the meeting.

 : Out of the six Council seats on the Parish Council, three
still remain unfilled. These are technically relating to Asterby, but residents of both
villages are free to take up these seats. If you would like to represent the Asterby
and Goulceby Parish, please contact the Parish Clerk at: agparishcouncil@gmail.com

 : It is worth another reminder that the Lincolnshire County
Council ‘Callconnect’ Bus Service is now charging a reduced £2 bus fare on single
rides (ends 31 st January 2024). Visit www.lincsbus.info or telephone 0345 234 3344
/ 0345 263 8153.

 - Lincolnshire County Council  - The Parish Council frequently receives
reports from residents about highways-related issues around the local villages.
Unfortunately the Council has no real powers or resources to solve highways matters
and these are best reported to the County Council on-line via ‘FixMyStreet’.
FixMyStreet is a service that lets you report, view, or discuss local problems (like
potholes, damaged highways, verges, broken signs, graffiti, fly tipping, or  street
lighting etc) in our local area. You can enter a nearby UK postcode, or  street. This
site is for reporting things which are  broken, dirty, damaged  or dumped, and need
fixing, cleaning or clearing. Please visit the link below.

Asterby and Goulceby Parish Council
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Pest Detective
Pest Control

All your Pest Control needs by your local family company

Tel Andy on
07707 727 770
andy@pest-detective.com

www.pest-detective.com
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Race NightRace Night
at Donington on Bain Village Hall

Contact Sally on 07930 112369
or Richard Wright 07859 070334 for more details.

Free entry, bring your own drink
Come and have a flutter on the horses,
put your shirt on a dog or take a punt on a pig!

Why not become an owner in a race for £3,
winning owner gets £10 back!

Saturday 13th January - 7pm start

ALUMINIUM CANS WANTED
I am collecting used aluminium cans towards raising funds to join a
World Challenge in Mozambique 2025.
If you are able to help me by putting your used drinks cans
in the black bin labelled 'cans' at the various collection points

It would be greatly appreciated!
They will be emptied frequently.
Many thanks, Polly



For your small Plumbing Repairs
Taps, Toilets, Radiator Valves, etc

Also Painting and Decorating

T : 01507 343007
M : 07908 183 283

Cook & Son

NICEIC Approved - Part P Registered
Trustmark Approved

Solar Panels - Battery Storage
Electric Vehicle Charging Points

Electric Gate Automation

01507 343144
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Pedigree Rare Breed Oxford and Sandy Black Pork
Slow Grown, Grass Fed Lamb

White House Farm, Mill Lane, Scamblesby, LN11 9XP
Tel Russ: 07968 769251  or Liz: 07534 248148

Lincolnshire Pain Clinic
Camille Bennett BSc (Hons) MBAcC MAA

www.lincolnshirepainclinic.co.uk

Extensive range of physical therapies, Specialising in pain management.
Acupuncture, Tui-na - Deep Tissue Massage, Hopi ear Candling,
Cupping, Hot Stone Massage, Detox and Cellulite Reduction, Massage & more.
Home visits or clinic-based appointments.

Tel : 07742 290845
Also Visit  www.lincolnshireequinechiro.co.uk
for McTimoney animal chiropractic, massage and manipulation
for your four legged friends

Lincolnshire pain clinic

Lincolnshire equine chiro

Oxford Sandy and Black is one of the oldest pig breeds native to Britain.
Our pigs are suited to outdoor living and mature slowly in the heart of the Lincolnshire Wolds
which helps to develop a rich and succulent flavour.

Purchase in boxes or individual cuts either fresh or frozen.

Our lamb is available from late summer onwards in half or whole boxes.
Slow grown and fed on grass for maximum flavour and minimal environmental impact.
Eating Local = Full traceability and low food miles.

The Gleeson’s Good Life



Phil Bennett
Established 1977     -    C & P Heating

Oil and Gas Boiler Service Engineer
Central Heating Repairs
New Boiler Installations
Aga, Rayburn and Stanley Cookers serviced

Cawkwell House, Cawkwell LN11 9SG
01507 343551 or mobile 07889 685003

5933

Mobile Library Service
click and collect service

For enquiries or renewals contact the customer service centre on 01522 782010

Donington on Bain, Post Office : Arrives 10.30am - departs 11.00am
Benniworth, Tennyson Close : Arrives 11.15am - departs 12.15pm

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

3rd and

31st 28th 27th 24th 21st 18th 17th 14th 11th 9th 6th 4th

21



www.blackhorse-donington.co.uk

Monday - Closed - open for residents only   - Tuesday - Closed - open for residents only
Wednesday - 11.30 to 2pm, 4.30pm to finish  - Thursday - 11.30am to 2pm, 4.30pm to finish
Friday - 11.30am to 2pm, 4.30pm to finish  -  Saturday - 11.30am to 2pm, 4.30pm to finish
Sunday - 11.30am to 4.30pm - Closed in the evening, open for residents only*  except quiz night

Quiz Night

Last Sunday

of every

month

Accommodation available with eight
en-suite, comfortably furnished rooms

Guest Ales, wines and high quality meals
using the very best of local seasonal produce.
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at Donington on Bain, LN11 9TW
vikingsretreat.co.uk

Vi
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gs Retreat

{ Lincolnshire
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.

Boutique Short Stay
Holiday Accommodation

n
dvikingsretreat@gmail.com

07713 175453

f
c

thevikingsretreat
@thevikingsretreat




