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It’s 2025 and we look forward to the possibilities the New Year presents.

Will the year, global issues and things beyond our personal control, dictate how life
moves on or will we have the biggest ‘say’?
Will it be a better year for us all?
Will the world become more stable, a better place?
Will our plans become a reality even exceeding our hopes and expectations?

On New Years Eve, joyous revelling looked forward with great expectations. Firework
displays across the globe were fantastic, Auld Lang Syne echoed across our nation,
drinks flowed and a dram crossed many palates. Hope was high, ‘Things will be better’.
After Christmas, that winter break full of light, partying, families together, away breaks
and more, it is back to work with a will. I hope all will have a positive feeling about their
Monday mornings as they come round with clockwork regularity.

I guess that for some, with the major home building programmes going on wherever
we go, thoughts might be about down-sizing, pastures new or a place in the sun. Other
thoughts may simply wish for better health, longer days, less grey, warmth and Spring.
Remember, that as soon as the grass starts to grow once more, the lambs will be
chasing around and pronking in the fields again. What a lift nature can give us.

For myself I too feel uncertainty about the world that many I speak to share. The
potential for disaster, man-made or natural , largely caused by man, seems to bug the
back of the mind.  Having renewed my commitment to the way of the Christmas
Christ-child I find I have more peace about the way things are and, the way I am in my
head, and life in general.

Take to heart the words quoted by king George VI concluding his Christmas Message
in 1939 when World War II was heading for the grossest horrors …’I said to the man
who stood at the gate of the year “Give me a light that I may tread safely into the
unknown.” And he replied, “Go out into the darkness and put your hand in the hand of
God. That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.” ‘

God Bless

George, Acting Lay Chair, The Asterby Group of Churches.

Lay Chair Ramblings...
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Deadline for next Newsletter
All articles and adverts for inclusion in the March to April 2025 edition to be with
Sue, on 07826 772452 or email: moomoski@btinternet.com by 15th February
2025.  Please let me have your items written out, or, preferably emailed, as you would
like them to appear, and as early as possible, please don’t wait until the deadline.

To place an advert please contact Sue on the above number.  All items on
behalf of the church have no charge.  Any other events or adverts will have a minimal
charge.  This helps to maintain and develop your newsletter. Contact Sue by email
here at moomoski@btinternet.com

Stamps, foreign coins, banknotes and postcards, used or new, are still being
collected by Sue.  All these items can be placed in the ‘stamp collection boxes’ in
most of the churches or directly to me at Bramley House, Benniworth. 07826
772452.

The Asterby Group of parishes has a web site, which is now kept up to date with
details of contacts, services and events in the group.
You can find it here >
Please let us have any suggestions for additional content.

We also have a Facebook page, where we post last minute changes and where
you can interact with the rest of the Asterby Group community.
You can find it here >

Coffee, Cake and Chat
Donington on Bain Village Hall
First Thursday of the month at 10.30am - all welcome !

Funerals :
12/12/2024     Enid Hotchin at St Andrew’s Church, Donington on Bain.
19/12/2024     David Spencer at Alford Crematorium
20/12/2024     Susan Griffin – Burial of Ashes at All Saint’s, Goulceby
23/12/2024     Frank Wallace at Alford Crematorium
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Shoebox
christmas

appeal
Many thanks to those who donated for this year's
boxes.

At the time of writing this, over 8,000 boxes had
already been filled & dispatched via the Jacob's
Well Charity to Ukraine, Moldova & some African
countries.  Some boxes also go to needy families
in the UK.

If anyone has any spare Christmas presents, maybe
not exactly what you wanted or can use, these can
be donated & I will take them to the Christian
Centre in Grimsby where they begin filling boxes for next year in January.   It is never
too late to donate to this fantastic cause.   You can leave any items in Donington Church,
you can bring them to me at Braemar House, Asterby or I can collect them if you
telephone 07802 537239, thank you, Jan Croft.

(Local Benniworth donations can also be given to Sue Montgomery 07826 772452 or
drop in to Bramley House).

Approx One Acre
Grazing Land
Goulceby
Available from April -  mid September,
suitable for pony paddock.

Electric fencing is essential
Water is available

Call 01507 343630



Donington-on-Bain Parish Council
https://donington-bain.parish.lincolnshire.gov.uk

doningtononbainpc@gmail.com

Membership of the Parish Council.
The parish council was delighted to co-opt Karl Kay and Kevin Main to the parish council
at the meeting on 5 November 2024.   David Bellamy was elected as a councillor in an
uncontested election.   We are grateful to Karl, Kevin and Dave for agreeing to be
councillors.  There are now two further vacancies on the parish council. We will display a
notice on the noticeboard regarding these vacancies.

Flood Risk Management; the Parish council is addressing flood risk as a priority.
The Parish Council is working to reduce future flood risk and has paid to get the culvert
cleared.   It has been noted during these works that properties adjoining the culvert have
put their grass cuttings on the culvert side of their fence which are in danger of falling into
the drainage culvert.   This could cause flooding issues and will increase parish council
expenditure in clearing the culvert.   Please could residents backing onto the culvert dispose
of their grass cuttings in the appropriate waste bins.  We are also aware of children playing
in the culvert.  Please could you ensure this does not happen.

The Parish council has reported the issue of the blocked drain from Meadowcroft to School
lane   on FIXMYSTREET.   We would urge parishioners to report these issues on
FIXMYSTREET as they occur.   The more reports highways receive the more the more likely
they will be to take action.
The Parish council is also looking into the possibility of clearing the ditch adjacent to Enfield
Road.

Speeding ; your parish needs you!!!.  Further volunteers are needed.
At the request of parishioners the Parish Council has purchased a speed gun.   We need
more volunteers to run the programme.    Full training will be given. If you are willing to join
the speed gun team please contact Dave Bellamy (01507 343862) or a Councillor.

New village signs
The parish council are looking into the costs of erecting two new village signs.   We ran a
competition with Donington on Bain Primary School who have designed the concept for
the sign.    Our initial investigations indicated a cost of between £1,200 and £1,500 per sign.
We will need two signs.   We are investigating more cost efficient options with local
companies.

Dates of next parish council meetings
Tuesday 7 January at 8 pm, Tuesday 4 February at 8 pm

Newsletter December 2024
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Benniworth Parish Council
https://benniworth.parish.lincolnshire.gov.uk

Christmas celebrations began with a Carol Service at St Julian’s with the
Banovallum Band. The Church , the Parish Council and Villagers all
contributed to make it a happy, joyful event. St Julian’s also hosted the Crib
Service on 24th December.

Mr Keith Olivant again provided a Christmas tree for the village. This year it
was decorated by Sue and Andy Kerr as Mr Graham Walker who has
decorated the tree for a number of years announced his retirement.
The Village expressed their thanks in a card made especially for him and
signed by villagers.

The next meeting of the parish council will take place on the 29th January
2025.
Items on the agenda will include :
●     Reduction of speeding in the village and on Caistor High Street
●     Issues over hedge cutting in the village
●     Issues over the new substation

Good Friday Red Hill
There will be a meeting for all those interested in helping with the
Good Friday Red Hill Service on Thursday February 6th, at 2pm,
at The Plough, Main Road, Goulceby, LN11 9UT.
Anyone willing to volunteer to help on the day will be very
welcome.
Contact: Caroline Taylor, 01507 343352
arolinetaylor@btinternet.com
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Coffee, Cake and Conversation
in a warm space continue in 2025...
All Saints Church,

On Thursday January 16th  - 10am to 12 noon
and Monday February 10th - 10am to 12 noon.

All welcome

Following on from the extremely successful Open Gardens event
last summer, the Friends of Goulceby Church would like to invite
villagers interested in opening their gardens for a day in early June
to contact me: carolinetaylor@btinternet.com
Tel 01507 343352
All funds raised will go towards the Goulceby Church Restoration Fund.
An event not to be missed!

Calling all
Goulceby

Gardeners

Aspire provides practical help to people who have
been paralysed by Spinal Cord Injury, supporting them
from injury to independence.
Maggie Lindley from Goulceby has raised a
wonderful £484.00 for Aspire this year with their
annual channel challenge swim. Many locals from the

Parish have donated and helped to raise this wonderful amount.
Maggie has completed this channel challenge for the past 13 years ...
Well done Maggie and thanks to all who have donated !
Why not join in the challenge?



 Parish Council Meeting
The latest meeting of the Parish Council took place at All Saints, Goulceby on Monday 2nd
December at which two parish residents and the elected district councillor were also in
attendance.   The business that required conducting was quite short so there is little to report
from the Council itself, the main item being the precept for the next year (2025/26).  The draft
minutes will be placed on the two village noticeboards and also on the Council website.
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 12th March 2025 at 7:00pm
at All Saints, Goulceby.

Precept
The Council levies a charge on all households each year to fund its activities.  The majority of the
Council’s spending (77%) goes on clerking, insurance and audit costs.  The remainder is spent on
maintaining two village planters, subscriptions, room hire, bank charges and miscellaneous
administration costs.   In the previous newsletter, comments were invited from residents around
any specific projects which they thought could be supported by the Council.  By the time of the
last meeting, no comments had been received.
In setting the precept for 2025/26 the Council considered likely increases in clerking salary costs
(inflation), newly introduced bank charges, increased audit costs and increased insurance costs.
A decision was made to levy a total precept of £4,078 for next year which is paid across 126
households. This charge means a slight increase of 46 pence per household per month.  Asterby
and Goulceby’s precept is the 26th lowest out of 102 Parish Councils in East Lindsey.

Speeding in the village
One matter considered by the Council was that of speeding in the village of Goulceby,
particularly down Horncastle Road on the approach to the village where the limit reduces from
60mph to 30mph. This had been raised by a village resident and a suggestion had been made
around considering installing a speed indicator display on the road.  The Council noted that there
have been no reported incidents due to speeding and the cost of any installation could be
prohibitive.  However, it was agreed to keep the situation under consideration and the Council
would be grateful to hear views of residents on the matter.  Please email the Parish Clerk  at
agparishcouncil@gmail.com

Council Vacancies
As previously reported, should anyone be interested in becoming a Parish Councillor they should
contact the Parish Clerk, Diane De Halle, by emailing Diane at agparishcouncil@gmail.com
The current councillors are:
Jon Mold (Chair) - Sycamore Lodge, Goulceby
Ian Taylor  - Lavoir, Goulceby
Graham Johnson - Lindores, Goulceby

Contact details are on the Council’s website which can be found at
https://asterby-goulceby.parish.lincolnshire.gov.uk

Asterby and Goulceby Parish Council
http://asterby-goulceby.parish.lincolnshire.gov.uk
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Winter preparation / Frequently Asked Questions
Is my area at risk of flooding?
Find out if your area is at risk of flooding, the current alerts and warnings that have been issued
and sign up for free flood warnings here www.gov.uk/check-flooding or call the Floodline
service on 0345 988 1188.  Sign up for flood warnings here: www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-
warnings.   An explanation about what flood warnings are and what to do is available
here www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-alerts-and-warnings-what-they-are-and-what-to-do
You may find this document helpful on surface water flooding
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flood-risk-maps-for-surface-water-how-to-
use-the-map but if you do have concerns regarding surface water flooding, this will be
addressed by the local authority.
What more can I do to protect my property? If you think you are about to be flooded (i.e.
flood warning or severe flood warning issued) then please:  Turn off your gas, electricity and
water supplies, if it is safe to do so – do not touch an electrical switch if you’re standing in water.
Move your family, vehicles, pets and important items to safety e.g. upstairs or higher ground.
Use flood products if you have them e.g. flood barriers or air brick covers.     Follow advice
from the emergency services or local council – you may be asked to evacuate.
For information on Flood Products to help reduce the impact of flooding on your home e.g.
flood doors, airbrick covers, visit www.bluepages.org.uk  Alternatives include putting soil in
bags to go across doorways, and down the toilet/sink.   You could prepare an Emergency
Bag of essential items. This might include spare glasses, waterproof coat, medication and a
copy of any recent prescription, water, food, insurance documents and pet food.  You could
consider hand sanitiser and a face covering too.
Do shop around to find the right insurance policy for you. Why not see if Flood Re can help
– www.floodre.co.uk ? This is a joint initiative between Government and insurers aiming to
make the flood cover part of household insurance policies more affordable. For advice about
insurance look online here: www.gov.uk/prepare-for-flooding/get-insurance

 News from All Saints – Goulceby
The Friends of Goulceby Church have been holding monthly coffee mornings through the
winter months, which have been well attended. All are invited for coffee, cake and
conversation in a warm and friendly place. Dates are advertised in the village noticeboards
and in the parish newsletter. The restoration work has continued, with the replacement of the
internal noticeboard by two generous woodworkers, and some further paintwork to the walls.
This has improved the western corner of the church. The new plasterwork is drying out well,
and further fundraising events are planned for 2025 to enable the interior decoration to go
ahead. We thank all who have supported the church over the past year.

Asterby and Goulceby Parish Council
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All your Pest Control needs by your local family company

andy@pest-detective.com

www.pest-detective.com

M. A. FIRMINGER

New Builds - Extensions - Alterations

Multi Fuel & Wood Burning Stoves
HETAS APPROVED INSTALLER
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Asterby Parish Services and Events

During JANUARY and FEBRUARY, as well as responding to particular prayer requests, the
PRAYER CIRCLE will be praying for the villages of DONINGTON ON BAIN and GAYTON LE
WOLD, the inhabitants, businesses, plans for the future of the Church there, as well as for the
world issues of SUFFERING and for HEALTH CARE and CARERS. Do join us in our prayers!

If you think you might be interested in being part of the parish Prayer Circle, give me a ring.
Ann, 01507 313792

Date Location Service Time

5th January
All Saints Church

Goulceby Morning Praise 10am

12th January
St. Helen's Church

Burgh on Bain Morning Praise 10am

19th January
St. Andrew’s Church,
Donington on Bain Holy Communion 9.30am

26th January
St Martin’s Church,

Scamblesby Morning Praise  10am

2nd February
St. Julian's Church,

Benniworth Morning Praise 10am

9th February
St. Helen's Church

Burgh on Bain Morning Praise 10am

16th February
St. Andrew’s Church,
Donington on Bain Holy Communion 9.30am

23rd February
St Martin’s Church,

Scamblesby Holy Communion 10am

2nd March
All Saints Church

Goulceby Holy Communion 10am



Priest in charge  : Vacancy - Contact Partnership Office

Lay Minister
Ann South,  01507 313792

Partnership Office

Debbie Knight, South Wolds Group Administrator, 01507 525600

Caroline Taylor, Safeguarding coordinator, 01507 343352

Group Parish PCC
Lay Chair : George Ward, 01507 313419
Secretary : Vacant .
Treasurer : Sally Cosgrove, 01507 343788

VCC Church Wardens, Treasurers and Secretaries
Asterby : Sally Cosgrove, 01507 343788

Benniworth : No VCC

Biscathorpe (closed)  Church DAC at the Diocese of Lincoln

Burgh-on-Bain Judith Varley, 01507 313342   Beverlee Bird, 01507 313667
George Ward 01507 313419

Donington-on-Bain Graham & Lynne Parkinson,  01507 343500
Rosemary Parkinson, 01507 343242

Gayton John Needham, 01507 313265  Ann Needham,  01507 313628

Goulceby Caroline Taylor, 01507 343352  Sylvia Taylor-Reed, 01507 343342

Ranby Jonathan Booth (acting), 01507 343278
Russ Hibbins (acting) 01507 343581 - Di Eddington, 01507 343336

Scamblesby Derek Elmhirst, 01507 343631  Peter Myers, 01507 343680

Stenigot Linda Gravells, 01507 343225
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South Willingham Parish and Village Hall Activities
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Mobile Library Service

For enquiries or renewals contact the customer service centre on 01522 782010

Donington on Bain, Post Office : Arrives 10.00am - departs 10.30am

Benniworth, Tennyson Close : Arrives 10.45am - departs 11.15pm

Jan Jan Feb Mar Apr May June

2nd 30th 27th 27th 23rd 21st 18th

click & collect
service



The history of Santa Claus is a fascinating blend of folklore,
religious traditions, and cultural evolution.

Here's a brief overview; origins with Saint Nicholas Santa Claus traces
his roots back to Saint Nicholas, a 4th-century Greek Christian bishop
from Myra (modern-day Turkey). Known for his piety and

generosity, Saint Nicholas was famous for secretly giving gifts to
those in need1. One popular legend tells of him providing

dowries for three poor sisters, saving them from a life of
hardship.  Evolution of the Legend Over the centuries, Saint
Nicholas's story spread across Europe. In the Netherlands, he
became known as Sinterklaas, and Dutch settlers brought this

tradition to America in the 17th and 18th centuries. The name
"Santa Claus" evolved from the Dutch "Sinter Klaas".

Clement Clarke Moore and Thomas Nast In 1822, Clement Clarke Moore penned the poem
"A Visit from St. Nicholas" (more commonly known as "Twas the Night Before Christmas",
which helped shape the modern image of Santa Claus. Later, in the 19th century, Thomas
Nast illustrated Santa as a jolly, rotund man with a white beard, wearing a red suit.
Modern Depictions The popular image of Santa Claus as a portly, bearded man in a red
suit was further solidified by Haddon Sundblom's illustrations for Coca-Cola
advertisements in the 1930s. Today, Santa is a beloved figure associated with Christmas,
known for delivering gifts to children around the world on Christmas Eve.  Cultural Impact
Santa Claus has become a symbol of generosity, joy, and the spirit of giving. His story
continues to be celebrated in various cultures, with traditions like leaving out cookies and
milk for him on Christmas Eve.





Box Office Tel 01507 600350

From 10Jan to 19 Jan Dick Whittington - various times, please check

website for full details

 Sunday 12 Jan

Dick Whittington (Relaxed Performance)
A relaxed performance creates a more casual environment in
the auditorium, relaxing traditional theatre 'rules.' These
events cater especially well to individuals with learning
disabilities or autism, as well as anyone who benefits from a
more supportive setting.

24th January - 7.30pm The Roy Orbison Experience

26th January - 7.30pm Lincs Soul Collective

7th February 7.30pm Is It Me Or Is It Hot In Here

8th February 7.30pm The Rod Stewart Songbook

1st March  7.30pm Diana Reigns Supreme

Tickets are available online 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Tickets can also be purchased by calling the Box Office

Open Monday to Saturday 10am -1pm or visiting www.louthriverheadtheatre.com
Online booking for any performance closes one hour before curtain up.

On performance days the Box Office is open for 45 minutes prior to curtain up.
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Lincolnshire Pain Clinic
Camille Bennett BSc (Hons) MBAcC MAA

www.lincolnshirepainclinic.co.uk

Extensive range of physical therapies, Specialising in pain management.
Acupuncture, Tui-na - Deep Tissue Massage, Hopi ear Candling,
Cupping, Hot Stone Massage, Detox and Cellulite Reduction, Massage & more.
Home visits or clinic-based appointments.

Tel : 07742 290845
Also Visit  www.lincolnshireequinechiro.co.uk
for McTimoney animal chiropractic, massage and manipulation
for your four legged friends

Lincolnshire pain clinic

Lincolnshire equine chiro

For your small Plumbing Repairs
Taps, Toilets, Radiator Valves, etc

Also Painting and Decorating

T : 01507 343007
M : 07908 183 283



Good Life Meats
Pedigree Rare Breed Oxford and
Sandy Black Pork
Slow Grown Lamb and Hogget

Oxford Sandy and Black is one of the oldest pig breeds native to Britain. The
breed has twice neared extinction but is slowly recovering.
Full traceability direct from the farmer with low food miles.
Purchase in boxes or individual cuts either fresh or frozen.

We are a smallholding based in Scamblesby with fresh produce regularly
available throughout the year. For more information or orders, please contact:

Russ: 07968 769251 Liz: 07534 248148 Good.life.meats@gmail.com
Follow us on Facebook “The Gleeson’s Good Life”

Lamb and Hogget - Butchered to order

Half £90 / Whole £170

Pork Box 1 - £42.50
Our smallest Box. Perfect for those

with limited freezer space.

1 Kg Leg or Shoulder Joint
4 Chops or Leg Steaks

2.5 Kg of Sausages or Burgers

Pork Box 2 - £75

A medium box with a good selection
of joints.

1.5Kg Leg Joint
1.5 Kg Shoulder Joint

1 Kg Belly Joint
4 Chops or Leg Steaks

2.5 Kg of Sausages or Burgers
Sausages - £4.95 per 500g pack or 5

packs for £22.50 - variety of flavours

Burgers - £4.95 per pack of 4 or 5
packs for £22.50

99% pure Pork Burgers seasoned
with a hint of Oregano.

Leg, Shoulder, Belly and Loin Joints all available on or off the bone just ask.

Bacon

£4.00 for a 200g pack
3 packs for £11
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Phil Bennett
Established 1977     -    C & P Heating

Cawkwell House, Cawkwell LN11 9SG
01507 343551 or mobile 07889 685003

Oil Service Engineer

Central Heating Repairs

New Boiler Installations

Aga, Rayburn and Stanley Cookers serviced
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www.blackhorse-donington.co.uk
Monday - Closed - open for residents only   - Tuesday - Closed - open for residents only
Wednesday - 11.30 to 2pm, 4.30pm to finish  - Thursday - 11.30am to 2pm, 4.30pm to finish
Friday - 11.30am to 2pm, 4.30pm to finish  -  Saturday - 11.30am to 2pm, 4.30pm to finish
Sunday - 11.30am to 4.30pm - Closed in the evening, open for residents only*   except quiz night

Quiz Night

Last Sunday

of every

month

Please note we are closed from 4.30pm
on 1st January 2025 until Wednesday 15th January

22



the.vikings.retreat.
your stay. your way.
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vikingsretreat@gmail.com




